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FARS QUERY SYSTEM WORKBOOK:

QUERY FARS DATA EXERCISE
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QUERY FARS DATA

Connect to Query FARS Data:
1. To connect to Query FARS Data from the FARS Home Page:

* Click once on the hyperlink title “Query FARS Data”.

Figure 1: FARS Home Page Link to Query FARS Data.

2. At the Query FARS Data main page, choose the year you want to query:
* Click once on ‘1996’.
* Then click once on ‘Submit’.

Note: At this time, only years 1994,1995,1996, and 1997 can be queried.

Figure 2: Click once on ‘1996’, then click on ‘Submit’.

Query FARS Data Example
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Select Interested Fields Page:
2. This brings up the Select Interested Fields Page.

The data fields on this page create your query.

Figure 3: Select Interested Fields Page.

3. The Select Interested Fields Page is divided into 4 categories:
v Persons
v Crashes
vVehicles
vDrivers

       Under each category  are fields of corresponding variables.

4. Options are to either choose specific variables for your query, or ‘Select all Fields’
(See Figure 3, above).

Choose Variables to Query:
5. Choose  variables from the categories (See Figure 3, above):

* Under ‘Persons’ click once on the following boxes:
-’Age’
-’Injury Severity’
-’Person Type’

Query FARS Data Examples
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6. To change a field choice:
* Click once on the box you previously checked (this deletes the check mark) or
* Press ‘Clear  Form’ in the lower right corner of the page to erase all choices.

 Choose new variables.

7. Submit field choices:
* Click once on ‘Submit’.

Figure 4: Click once on ‘Submit’.

Alcohol Data Warning Message:
8. If your field choice is alcohol related (for example: ‘Alcohol Test Results’), a

message-
“Use Alcohol Test Results Data with Caution!” appears (See Figure 5, page 5).
Read through the message, then
* Click once on OK.

   Note: If you have any questions in regard to the message - contact information, includ-
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direct link to an E-mail contact, is located at the bottom of the message.
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Figure 5: “Use Alcohol Test Results Data with Caution” message.

Specify the Data to be Queried:
9. The Select Criteria Page specifies the records for your report.

Figure 6: Select criteria for your report: Click once on ‘Submit’.

Query FARS Data Examples
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Note:Before selecting fields, keep in mind:

-Selecting  ‘All States’ will increase the search time.

-To choose multiple values for a selected field, hold down the <CTRL>
  key, and then click on the variables you wish to select.

- Choosing two or more variables is the equivalent of an ‘And’ statement,
  so records must meet your selection criteria for both variables to be

           included in your report.

 10. Choose the fields (See Figure 6, page 5):
* Under State: Click once on ‘All States’.
* Under Age : Click on ‘(0) Up To One Year’ through age ‘(20)20’.
* Under Injury Severity: Click once on ‘(4) Fatal Injury’.
* Under Person Type: Click on ‘(1) Driver of a Motor Vehicle in
    Transport’, ‘(2) Passenger of a Motor Vehicle’, and ‘(9) Unknown

        Occupant Type in a Motor Vehicle in Transport’.

 11. Submit your field choices:
* Click once on ‘Submit’ (See Figure 6, page 5).

 Search Results Page:
  12. This Search Results Page contains the results from your query in addition to
        general statistics  of the year chosen.

Figure 7: Search results in table format and 1996 statistics.
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Univariate Tabulation:
15. To access data through Univariate Tabulation:

* Click once on ‘Univariate Tabulation’.
 Select the variable to use:
* Click once on ‘Age’.

 Select data to count:
* Click once on ‘Number of Persons’.

16. Decide whether or not to display zero values on report.

13. At the bottom of the page are four option buttons:
v The first three buttons create statistical reports from your query.
v The fourth option downloads the  raw data resulting from the query.

Figure 8:Report formats option  buttons.

14. The Legend provides explanations of each particular option.

Figure 9: Legend for queried data formats options.

* Click on ‘No’.
*  Click on ‘Submit’.

Note: Display values do not alter  the data, only the format of the table.

Query FARS Data Examples
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Group Selection within Univariate Tabulation:
17. Group Selection appears with three options:

v No Grouping: No grouping imposed on data.
v Injured Age Group: Age groupings for injured.
v Driver Age Group: Age groupings for drivers.

Figure 11: Group Definition Table.

19. Choose the No Grouping schema (See Figure 10, above):
* Click once on ‘No Grouping’.

Note: These grouping options follow NHTSA grouping practices.

18. The data is grouped according to the schema (the graphical depiction of the data
 base structure) chosen.

      The group definitions are also displayed in table format for review.

Query FARS Data Examples

Figure 10: Choose a grouping schema.
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Figure 13: ‘Back’ button on Web Browser Toolbar.

22. Select new data:
 * Under ‘Select Data to Count’, click once on ‘Number of Crashes’.
 * Click once on ‘Submit’.

20. The information is displayed in table format without grouping options.

Figure 12: Person Counts by Person -  Age in 1996 with No Grouping Option.

21. Return to the data selection page.
* Click the ‘Back’ button (located on the Web Browser Toolbar) until you
    reach the ‘Select Data to Count’ page.

23. Change the grouping schema:
* Click once on ‘Injured Age Group’ (See Figure 10, page 8).

Query FARS Data Examples
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24.  At the bottom of the table is a ‘Note’ (See Figure 14, above) which explains:
If choosing variables combines tables (ex: Vehicle Data x Person Data) the data
in the queried table may not equal its own total.
For example, one crash may have 2 people in two separate age groups, but the
total will only reflect one crash.
For greater accuracy, choose variables within the same arena (ex: Vehicle Data x
Vehicle Data).

Coding Manual:
25. To review the Age grouping definitions:

* Click once on the link “Age”.
 The Coding Manual for Age appears.
 To return to queried data table:
* Click once on the ‘Back’ button located in the Web Browser Toolbar (See

Figure 13, page 9).

Figure 14: Vehicle Counts by Person - Age 1996; Hyperlink to Age Coding Manual.

26. To view the queried data in bar chart format:
       * Click once on Show Bar Chart (See Figure 14,above).

 Note: The format of the chart does not  alter the data.

Query FARS Data Examples
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* Click on the ‘Back’ button in the Web Browser Toolbar (See Figure
         13, page 9) until you reach the Search Results Page.
* Click once on ‘Cross Tab’.

28. Similar to Univariate reports, Cross Tab is a further breakdown of counts by a
   second variable.

29. Choose variables:
  Select a variable for the Report Row:
* Click once on ‘Person Type’.

  Select a variable for the Report Column:
* Click once on ‘Age’.
* Click once on ‘Submit’.

Figure 15: Bar Chart Format of queried data.

Cross Tab Format
27. To view  the queried data in  Cross Tab  form:

Query FARS Data Examples

Figure 16: Cross Tabulation Variables.
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31. Select Data to count:
* Click once on ‘Number of Persons’.

  Select whether or not to display zero values:
* Click once on ‘No’.
* Click once on ‘Submit’.

     Note: Display values do not alter the data, only the format of the table.
    Also, for our particular variables, grouping options are not applicable.

Figure 17: Select Data to Count.

Query FARS Data Examples

Figure 18: Person Counts by Person Type and Age in 1996: Hyperlinks to Person Type
      and Injured Age Group Coding Manuals.
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 Coding Manual:
32. To reveal a coding manual for each variable:

* Click once on either “Person Type” or “Injured Age Group”.
 To return to the query table:
* Click once on the ‘Back’ button located in the Web Browser Toolbar (See
     Figure 13, page 9).

Case Listing:
33. To query data using Case Listing:

* Click on the ‘Back’ button on the Web Browser Toolbar (See Figure 13,
     page 9) until you reach the Search Results Page (See Figure 9, page 7).
* Click once on ‘Case Listing’ (See Figure 10, page 8).

Query FARS Data Examples

Figure 19: Data  query results in Case Listing Table.

34. The table lists all cases initially by state, then by that state’s case number.
* Click once on “State” to reveal a list of state codes.
* Click once on ‘Back’ in the Web Browser Toolbar (See Figure 13, page 9)
     to return to the Case  Listing  Table.
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35. Clicking on a ‘Case No.’ reveals that case accident form.
  * Click once on the number “3” in the first row of the Case No. column (See

                Figure 19, page 13)

36. To return to the Case Listing Table:
* Click once on the ‘Back’ button in the Web Browser Toolbar (See Figure
    13, page 9).

37. Clicking on a ‘Vehicle Number’ reveals that case’s numbered vehicle form.
* Click once on the number “1” in the Vehicle Number column (See Figure

         21,page 15).

Figure 20:  Accident Level for Case No.3.

  Note: There may be more than one ‘vehicle’ form in a case.

Query FARS Data Examples
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Figure 21: Click once on the number “1” in the Vehicle Number column.

38. The Vehicle Level Case Listing appears.

Figure 22: Vehicle Level Case Report.

Query FARS Data Examples
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* Click once on the ‘Back’ button in the Web Browser Toolbar (See Figure
              13, page 9).

40. Clicking on a  ‘Person Number’ reveals that case’s numbered person form.
* Click once on the link “1” directly beneath Person Number.

     Note: There may be more than one ‘person form’ in case.

Figure 23: Click once on the number “1” in the Person Number column.

41. The Person Level Case Listing appears.

Figure 24: Person Level Case Report.

Query FARS Data Examples
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42. Return to the Case Listing Table:
* Click once on the ‘Back’  button in the Web Browser Toolbar (See Figure

             13, page 9).

43. The remaining columns are - “Age”, “Person Type”, and “Injury Severity”.
      Each is a direct link to that column’s  Coding Manual.

 Download:
44. To Download the queried data:

* Click on the ‘Back’ button in the Web Browser Toolbar (See Figure 13,
    page 9) until you reach the Search Results Page (See Figure 7, page 6).
* Click once on ‘Download’ (See Figure 7, page 6).

45. Follow the directions that pop-up on the screen.  The directions  will differ
      depending on your computer’s capabilities.

Figure 25: Netscape message  regarding query  download.

46. Our Query is complete.
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